
Yaal Silberberg
March 17, 1935 - March 9, 2026

Yaal Silberberg died March 9, 2026. He was as hardy as he was stubborn,
and he was just short of 91 years hardy. 

 

In Israel in fractious youth he found freedom in a maritime scout group, then
sailed the seas as a radio officer on cargo ships and love boats, encountering
exciting adventures—many unprintable here, even in morse code. 

 

But eventually he settled down in Houston and taught Hebrew at Beth
Yeshurun and math in public schools. (Houston doesn’t speak Hebrew so well,
however math is still widely in use, a triumph of his belief in education.) 

 

He even took his own advice, attending the U of H and earning a Doctorate in
Public Health. He worked for decades at the UT MD Anderson Cancer Center,
helping doctors launch their careers. He retired in ‘95 with a distinguished
service award. 

 

Yaal struggled with Multiple Sclerosis for many years. 
 He suffered from anger, but was never afraid to say I love you or show it. 

 He watched videos of ships confronting stormy seas. 
 He believed in science and the arts. 

 He had great taste. 
 He loved chocolate and Twix. 



He played the lottery and lost money consistently, but never hope. 
 He had few boundaries in conversation, for better or worse. 

 He was a secular guy, but tortured his bible study classmates and rabbis
religiously. 

 He loved to joke and flirt. 
 He respected women. 

 He loved kids. 
 

He is survived by sons Adam and Jonathan, and Jonathan’s wife Leslie and
children, Ray and Sidney. They thank all Yaal’s caregivers and medical
professionals and encourage them to keep advancing. 

 

At birth Yaal’s parents commissioned a poet to pick his name. “Ya-al” is the
last word of the Tanakh, the Old Testament. It means “to rise up.” 

 

There’s a graveside service noon Tuesday, March 31 at Emanu El Memorial
Park. If you feel the spirit, consider a donation to the MS Society: 

 https://donate.nationalmssociety.org/campaigns/Yaal-Silberberg-Memorial-Fun
d



Cemetery Details

Emanu El Memorial Park

8341 Bissonnet St
Houston, TX 77074

Previous Events

Graveside Service

MAR 31. 12:00 PM (CT)

Emanu El Memorial Park
8341 Bissonnet St
Houston, TX 77074



Tribute Wall
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March 30 at 04:46 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Yaal Silberberg.

SPaire - March 27 at 06:50 PM

Moments into our initial meeting, Dr.
Silberberg began teaching! Even one who
doesn't gamble knows the thrill of holding a
winning lottery ticket. 

  
He touched countless lives and his wisdom, teachings and
presence will not be forgotten. May all who grieve find comfort in the
richness of his precious and rare legacy.

mbeck - March 27 at 04:33 PM

I knew him for quite a few years, just found out about his passing.
May his memory be a blessing.

https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Cary Kozberg - March 26 at 10:27 PM

Mr Silberberg was my Hebrew school teacher in the early 1960s. He
was one of the best teachers I ever had. He never backed away
from hard theological questions from 5th graders and his smile
made us want to work harder. He may have been secular, but he
contributed in no small way to my becoming a rabbi. 
I called him many years ago but we lost touch. 
Apparently he had his challenges, but his memory will always be a
blessing to me. 
Zikhrono livrakha… 
Rabbi Cary Kozberg


