Neal Robin Goren

March 3, 1957 - December 29, 2024

Neal Robin Goren, 67, born on March 3, 1957, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
died peacefully in the early morning of Sunday, December 29, 2024, at his
home in Houston, Texas, surrounded by his loving wife, Kerry Lewis Goren,
and devoted children, daughter, Kyra Goren, and son, Chasen Goren. Neal is
the son of the late Dora and Herman Goren of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Neal’'s mother, Dora, also passed away on this same date in 2013, a fact from
which the entire family finds great strength and comfort.

Neal’s greatest passion in life was his family, of whom he was so proud and
loved so dearly. No matter the challenges, Neal’s joy and zest for life was
undeniable — an approach to life that was derived from the love he felt for, and
received from, his dedicated family. Neal will always be remembered for his
selfless spirit and unwavering dedication to helping others, even in the face of
personal sacrifice and personal health challenges. One example was during
the height of Hurricane Harvey, he risked his own safety, to the dismay of his
wife, to rescue a relative whose home was flooded. Neal’s genuine curiosity
about the lives and well-being of others made each person he encountered
feel truly seen and valued. As an exceptional husband, father, brother, uncle,
cousin and friend, Neal enriched the lives of all who knew him with his
boundless love, genuine kindness, and offbeat humor. His legacy of
compassion, courage and devotion will live on in the hearts of his family and
friends. A true example of Neal's essence was in his weekly Shabbat texts



which he shared with those nearest and dearest to him. All the recipients of
those fortunate enough to receive his weekly Shabbat messages will take
great comfort each Shabbat when they remember Neal’s weekly act of loving
kindness.

Neal graduated from Abington Friends School in Pennsylvania and American
University in Washington, DC, majoring in communications. Neal’s career
began in logistics for various TV stations in Dallas, Texas and Houston, Texas,
and then he became a recruiter, working in both the medical and
pharmaceutical fields. Neal, along with his wife, Kerry (always by his side),
were leaders in the Dani Johnson motivational programs. Neal was also highly
active in men’s groups and organized interfaith trips to Israel. Neal's faith was
extraordinarily strong and personal, and he was a devoted supporter of Israel.
Shabbat and Jewish holidays were regularly celebrated, with homemade
challah (if not Passover) and brisket cooked by his wife, Kerry (the recipe
handed down by her mother, the late and beloved Diana Lewis, who was a
supreme cook).

Neal’s presence will be missed on the racquetball court, where he played a
regular weekly game for many years, and on his numerous bike trips, where
he shared long distances and fun times with dear friends and close neighbors.

Neal is survived by his devoted, caring and loving wife, Kerry Goren, who
rarely left his side over the past 6 years during his courageous battle with
cancer, and their 2 devoted children, Kyra Goren and Chasen Goren; loving
brothers, Dr. Elihu Goren and spouse Sara Goren, and Dr. Oscar Goren and
spouse Gail Goren, all of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; brother-in-law, Gary
Lewis and spouse Joni Gaylor Lewis, of Houston, Texas; sister-in-law, Joni
Canter and spouse David Canter, of Los Angeles, California; and his many
beloved relatives, nieces, nephews, and cousins, from Pennsylvania to
California, who truly loved and adored Neal. Neal was preceded in death by



his parents, Dora and Herman Goren.

Neal was a handprint on the heart of so many and will be deeply missed by
all. May his memory always be a blessing and bring great comfort to all who
knew him.

The funeral service will take place on Tuesday, December 31, 2024, at 3:00
pm in the Herman & Elaine Proler Chapel at Beth Israel Memorial Garden,
1101 Antoine Drive, Houston, Texas 77055.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations to any of the following
charities: Alexander Jewish Family Service (www.alexanderjfs.org), Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society (www.lls.org/gulf), or any charity of your choice in Neal’s
honor.



Cemetery Details

Beth Israel Memorial Garden

1101 Antoine Dr.
Houston, TX 77055

Previous Events

Cemetery Chapel Service

DEC 31. 3:00 PM (CT)

Beth Israel Memorial Garden
1101 Antoine Dr.
Houston, TX 77055



Tribute Wall

| was your banker back in the day. | don't remember when | met
Mrs. Goren, but you quickly introduced me to all of your family!
Everyone was so nice and respectful and | appreciated the bond
shared amongst us. My condolences on your loss. Praying strength
for the entire family.

- Detrick F.

Detrick Fagan - January 07, 2025 at 10:23 PM

Neal and | became friends during our time at Abington Friends
School, but lost touch after moving on to college. | was thrilled a
couple of years ago when Neal discovered that my wife and | were
RVing near Dallas and he reached out to reconnect, reminisce, and
Share our spiritual journeys. We also had the privilege of meeting
Kerry. In High School, Neal was certainly one of the "good guys,"
and I'm grateful that he remained so as an adult. | regret that we
won't be able to connect again on this side of eternity, and offer my
deepest sympathy to all who loved him.

Jeff Wildrick - January 04, 2025 at 12:07 PM

Marci Goldshlack purchased the Hot Cocoa Gift
Basket for the family of Neal Robin Goren.

Marci Goldshlack - January 03, 2025 at 03:47 PM


https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4698&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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| remember meeting Kerry and Neal at the So your having a Jewish

Baby class at Emanuel El. Kira and Bram grew up together. | am so

incredibly sadden by the passing of Neal. He was always a kind and
happy soul. Hugs to Kerry and the family. Pam Bercutt

Pamela Bercutt - December 30, 2024 at 12:41 PM

To Kerry and family, our sincerest condolences. We remember your
family fondly from the children’s days at Becker. Sorry to have lost
touch over the years and genuinely so very sad at the news of Neal’s
passing. Thinking of you all during this difficult time.

Louise & Jean-Michel Malek

Louise Malek - December 31, 2024 at 12:46 PM

So sorry to read about Neal passing away, | met Neal when | moved to
Houston in 1981 | lived across from him in the apartment complex on
Dunvale . When he moved to Dallas | helped him look for an apartment
in Arlington and also helped with the move.

Always enjoyed his fun personality.

Lynn K Rimell - April 13, 2025 at 04:05 PM



