
Dr. David Paul Sufian
March 6, 1935 - June 4, 2025

David (“Dave”) Paul Sufian, D.O., F.A.C.O.S., 90, passed away on
Wednesday, June 4, 2025, in Houston, Texas. Dave was born on March 6,
1935, in Brownsville, Brooklyn, New York, to Lithuanian, Yiddish-speaking
immigrants, Sam Sufian and Bessie Volpyansky Sufian. Dave’s first language
was Yiddish, and this remained an important part of his identity throughout his
life. 

Dr. Sufian was preceded in death by his parents; his sisters, Susan Sufian
and Ilene Schier; his brothers, Phil and Aaron Sufian; his brothers- and
sisters-in-law, Mel Schier, Libby Sufian, Gloria Sufian, Robert and Frances
Kleiner, Marvin and Rita Solomon, and Harold Solomon; and his nephews,
Sheldon Solomon and Albert Kleiner. 

His support for his family was unwavering, and Dave is survived by his wife,
Beverly, his daughters, Beth, Sandy, and Aviva Sufian, and his sons-in-law,
James Passamano, Elias Murciano, and Steven Krubiner. He is also survived
by his sister, Esther Sufian, and brother-in-law Alan Berg, as well as his
stepmother, Selma Sufian. He was an exceptionally proud grandfather of
Isabella, Joseph, Rafael, and Gefen, a second father to his many nephews
and nieces, and someone who was deeply devoted to and loved by all of his
extended family and friends. 



Dave was a lifelong learner who fervently valued education. As a child, he
attended Yeshiva Chaim Berlin and sang in the Jewish Boys Choir under
Oscar Julius. He won a New York City scholarship to further his music
education (beginning with the violin at the Hebrew Educational Society and
ultimately becoming a cellist). After losing his mother to heart disease just
before his bar mitzvah, his sister, Ilene Schier, moved back to Brooklyn to take
care of her brother, and she supported him in developing his skills as a
musician. Dave went on to attend Thomas Jefferson High School, where he
played cello in the high school orchestra. He successfully auditioned for the
New York City All-City Orchestra and played on television with the NBC
Orchestra, as well as at Carnegie Hall, which was one of the proudest
moments in his life. After high school, Dave served in the US Air Force in the
Korean War, where he received four medals of honor. It is in the Air Force that
Dave nurtured his interest in medicine, as he served as a medic and surgical
orderly. He returned to New York and, as a GI Bill beneficiary, he went on to
graduate from Brooklyn College and the Kansas City College of Osteopathy
and Surgery, where he won the Mead Johnson award for Outstanding Senior
Clinician. He became a cardiovascular thoracic surgeon. 

Dr. Sufian’s career in medicine was filled with numerous accomplishments. He
completed his internship at the Zieger Osteopathic Hospital (Detroit,
Michigan), his residency at the Mount Clemens General Hospital (Mount
Clemens, Michigan), and a fellowship in pulmonary diseases and thoracic
surgery at the Ingham Medical Center (Lansing, Michigan). He was one of the
first Doctors of Osteopathy to be accepted as a postdoctoral fellow in the
Michael E. DeBakey Cardiovascular Surgery Program at Baylor College of
Medicine, where he trained directly under Michael DeBakey; he referred to
this as one of the most defining experiences of his medical education. He was
triple board-certified and was committed to introducing advanced surgical
procedures in the hospitals in which he worked. He served on the active staff
and as a consulting surgeon emeritus for the East Houston Medical Center



since 1994. He previously chaired the surgery departments at Citizens
General Hospital (Houston, Texas) and Eastway General Hospital (Houston,
Texas). 

Dr. Sufian loved to teach medicine. He served as a clinical instructor in the
fundamentals of critical care at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston and as an examiner, board member, and consultant for the
American Osteopathic Board of Surgery. Dr. Sufian had numerous articles
published in the journal of the American Osteopathic Association and in
journals of other medical organizations. He received awards for teaching
excellence and was recognized by the American Heart Association for his
service on the association’s regional faculty. 

 

Throughout his career, and during his retirement, he taught basic, advanced
cardiac, and advanced pediatric life support, including a momentous trip to
Peru where he provided life support training for local firefighters. He served as
the medical director of the EMS training program at Alvin Community College,
where he developed new patient evaluation training criteria for paramedics.
He received numerous awards for clinical teaching excellence and, in 2005,
received the Distinguished Osteopathic Surgeon Award from the American
Osteopathic Association, another one of the proudest moments in his life. 

Dr. Sufian was also a member of the American College of Osteopathic
Surgery since 1973, and a Fellow of the College since 1980. He was a
member of the Michael E. DeBakey International Surgical Society, the Denton
A. Cooley Cardiovascular Surgical Society, the Society of Critical Care
Medicine, the American College of Emergency Physicians, the American
Thoracic Society, the American College of Angiology, and the International
College of Surgeons. 



Dave loved classical music, opera, klezmer music, technology, Yiddish
language and culture, Jewish learning, and playing cello and racquetball.
Among his many skills, he was also a locksmith, a watch repairman, a builder
and fixer of computers (creating his own company, East Loop Medical
Computer Applications), an incomparable diagnostician, and a master
whistler. He was a multi-talented individual, and even designed a chuppah
that was inspired by Marc Chagall’s “Jerusalem Windows” at the Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem. He was an active member of the Houston Jewish
community, the Yiddish Vinkel Houston, the Early Bird group of the Houston
JCC Fitness Center, a humanist, and someone who changed the lives of
many for the better. 

 

Dr. Sufian had profound gratitude for everyone who contributed to his care. He
made it a point to say thank you to every doctor, nurse, technician, aide,
administrative professional, hospital housekeeper, and so on. It was very
important to him that each person understood how important they were to the
care team of a patient and that he sincerely appreciated what they were doing
to help him. In keeping with this deeply held value, the family would like to
express their deepest appreciation to everyone who cared for Dr. Sufian over
the past several years. In particular, his cardiologist, Dr. Albert Raizner, who
provided world-class care to him for years, and who went to see Dr. Sufian
every single day whenever he was in the hospital. And to his devoted team of
caregivers, especially to MaryAnn Rodriguez, who provided the most
compassionate, professional, and loving care that anyone could ever hope for
– the kind of care that Dr. Sufian tried throughout his life to teach clinicians to
achieve. 

Dr. Sufian’s burial took place on Sunday, June 8, 2025, at 10 am at the Beth
Yeshurun Post Oak Cemetery, 7445 Awty School Ln, Houston, TX 77055. The
funeral service took place at Congregation Beth Yeshurun at 11:30 am, 4525
Beechnut St., Houston, TX 77096, followed by a lunch reception. 



The service was live-streamed at https://boxcast.tv/view/funeral-for-david-sufi
an-xygbzc9tyqsz6zzyhaqk 

 

The family would appreciate donations in memory of David Sufian be made to
the Yiddish Vinkel Houston https://www.gofundme.com/f/honoring-dr-david-suf
ian-thru-the-yiddish-vinkel-of-houston and Hatzalah of Houston at www.housto
nhatzalah.org. 

Shiva at Congregation Beth Yeshurun 
 Sunday 6/8 - Tuesday 6/10 at 7:30 pm. 
 

Visiting Hours at Beverly Sufian’s Residence: 
 Monday 6/9 - Tuesday 6/10 from 3-5 pm 

 

Shiva at Aviva Sufian’s Residence: 
 Wednesday 6/11 - Thursday 6/12 at 7-9 pm



Cemetery Details

Beth Yeshurun Post Oak Cemetery

7445 Awty School Ln.
Houston, TX 77055

Previous Events

Burial

JUN 8. 10:00 AM (CT)

Beth Yeshurun Post Oak Cemetery
7445 Awty School Ln.
Houston, TX 77055

Memorial Service

JUN 8. 11:30 AM (CT)

Congregation Beth Yeshurun
4525 Beechnut St.
Houston, TX 77096

Freedman-Levit Sanctuary



Tribute Wall

DS

Douglas Stevenson - February 18 at 08:19 PM

On the Peru trip, it was Daves birthday. The Peruvian firefighter had
a cake and a surprise birthday in the fire station. Dave had that wide
smile when he was having fun. 
 
On the way back from Macchu Picchu, our flight back to Lima was
delayed. We were sitting in the lounge next to the Duty free. 
 
He gets up and walks up to an obvious newly wed couple that were
buying booze and cartons of cigarettes. He congratulated them and
wished them luck. 
 
He asked the young man if he loved his wife. Confused, he said
yes. 
 
Then Dr Sufian told him that if you want to live long and keep each
other you need to stop smoking. 
 
Typical Dave.



DS

MK

Douglas Stevenson - February 18 at 08:09 PM

Dr David Sufian, My wife Betty Stevenson and myself taught trauma
claases in Lima Peru and Cusco Peru. In Lima, we meant with the
new Medical Director ex-firefighter was at a meeting. The old
Medical Director showed up. We were teaching a basic course but
we were showing 36 Peruvuan firefighters how to endotracheally
intubate and start IVs on manikins. The pompous old medical
director said, “paramedics couldnt learn to intubate”. 
 
This infuriated Dave, so he took our one of 20 yo non- medical
translator/ and taught her to intubate. 
 
In the same meeting, Dr Sufian scolded the medical director “How
can call itself a first rate country if you are dumping untreated
sewage offshore”. Our Partners of the Americas escort, Viktor Lora
said, “ When that guy said that psramedics werent smart enough to
intubate, I wanted to punch him”.

MIREILLE KLEINER - June 08, 2025 at 12:13 PM

Quelle triste nouvelle. Je me souviens de David, de Beverly et de
leurs enfants me souhaitant la bienvenue en m'accueillant au sein
de leur famille. Faire partie de cette famille extraordinaire est un
honneur que je n'oublierai jamais. Je me souviens de David,
toujours souriant et à l'écoute, m'aidant à m'exprimer dans une
langue que je commençais tout juste à pratiquer. 

 Je me joins à votre immense peine et assisterai à la cérémonie par
connexion. Merci Aviva, de me permettre de partager avec vous ces
moments importants. Mireille Kleiner



SF

Stephen Fletcher - June 08, 2025 at 12:22 AM

My surgical mentor and great friend, supported my becoming a
fellow in the American College of osteopathic surgeons. I learned
many things from him, not only as a surgeon, but as a physician
who knew how to take care of patients in the postoperative phase.
Although I surgeon, he was an excellent and internal medicine
physician. He has a wonderful family and will be missed by all those
who crossed his path, both personally and professionally. What a
great man.

SF

Stephen Alan Fletcher - June 08, 2025 at 10:52 AM

one other thing about this wonderful person. For me, with an
administrative problem at hospitals, he always had wise advice. This
man defined the art of listening. Then, and not in too big a hurry, he
digested what was said and would come up with a solution. In the late
80's one time he called me a few days later and said: " I've got a few
suggestions about what you told me". Again, a great man that will be
missed by many

JW

Jerry Wasserstein - June 10, 2025 at 01:32 PM

He was kind, compassionate, unwaveringly ethical, and an excellent
surgeon. I admired his skills as he educated and encouraged. May you
be proud of the work he did, the person he was, and the difference he
made

CS

Caty Spitz - June 20, 2025 at 02:47 PM

Sandy, I just read the sad news today. May your father rest in peace,
my condolence to you. Love to the family.

 Caty



MF

Manal Monegro (Aviva's friend) - June 07, 2025 at 04:14 PM

Manal Monegro (Aviva's friend) purchased the Be
autiful in Blue for the family of Dr. David Paul
Sufian.

https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

