Charles Henry Kurt

June 7, 1926 - November 12, 2025

Holocaust survivor Charles Kurt, who tirelessly shared his story, passed away
on Wednesday, November 12, 2025. He was 99 years old.

He was born on June 7, 1926, in Vienna, Austria, to Vilma and Paul
Goldschmidt. At 12 years old, he was forced to flee his native country on a
Kindertransport to Belgium. After living in an orphanage for 2 years, he
traveled alone to America on the Holland America Volendam and arrived in
New York. He was moved to tears by the sight of the Statue of Liberty.

After traveling by train to Houston, he was reunited with his mother and
stepfather. He graduated from San Jacinto High School, where he proudly
volunteered to raise the flag every morning. When WW2 began, he enlisted in
the U.S. Army and subsequently fought in the Philippines. He retained a love
for the Filipino people for his entire life.

Upon his return to Houston, he attended the University of Houston and
obtained a bachelor’s degree in business. He found his calling in sales with
Hamilton Beach, where he worked for 30+ years.

Charles met the love of his life, Sarah, on a blind date. They were married in
1952 and celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary one year before her
passing in 2018.



It was important to Charles that he share his experiences as much as possible
both in the Houston area as well as at his school in Vienna. The children
always listened attentively and asked thought-provoking questions.

He was the featured speaker at the unveiling of a monument in his district in
Vienna. It was televised and broadcast nationally. He is also highlighted in
several books describing his life in Vienna.

As a steadfast husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Charles
loved his family deeply. He epitomized strength, courage, resilience, and
optimism throughout his life — values he imprinted on all who knew him well.

Charles is survived by his sons, Paul (Karen) and Walter (Denise),
grandchildren, Michael Kurt (Alisha), Adele Kurt Brunson (Parker), and
Christina Kurt, as well as great-grandchildren, Kaitlyn, Olivia, and Nora Kurt,
and Cecilia and Philip Brunson.

Charles was dearly loved by his wonderful caregivers, Sonya, Janet, Marsha,
Sheryl, and Claudia. We will be forever grateful for their loving care.

He will be dearly missed by all who met him and were fortunate enough to
hear his incredible story of survival.

A funeral service will take place on Sunday, November 16, 2025, at 11:00 am
in the Herman & Elaine Proler Chapel at Beth Israel Memorial Garden, 1101
Antoine Drive, Houston, Texas 77055.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations be made in memory of
Charles Kurt to Holocaust Museum Houston, https://hmh.org/.






Cemetery Details

Beth Israel Memorial Garden

1101 Antoine Dr.
Houston, TX 77055

Previous Events

Cemetery Chapel Service

NOV 16. 11:00 AM (CT)

Beth Israel Memorial Garden
1101 Antoine Dr.
Houston, TX 77055

Herman & Elaine Proler Chapel



Tribute Wall

With deepest condolences, we mourn the passing of Charles, a
cherished Holocaust survivor who touched many lives with his
warmth and kindness. We will always treasure our special
memories with him and his family, including meeting him in Houston
and Vienna, and the wonderful conversations we shared. His
emotional support during our time of grief was invaluable, and we
are proud to have known him. He will be dearly missed and
remembered forever. With love, Magdalena Pollak and Martin
Pollak.

Martin Pollak - November 24, 2025 at 01:22 PM

Steve snd Lynn Ferris purchased the Divine Peac
e Bouquet for the family of Charles Henry Kurt.

Steve snd Lynn Ferris - November 15, 2025 at 09:50 PM

Steve snd Lynn Ferris planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Charles Henry
Kurt.

Steve snd Lynn Ferris - November 15, 2025 at 09:50 PM


https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.houstonjewishfunerals.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I have lifelong memories of our families gathering for special, fun-
filled occasions. My father considered Charles one of his very best
friends and often said he was a man of his word who could always
be trusted.

One of my most vivid childhood memories involves Paul, when |
was about five years old. We had been out fishing far out on the
Bolivar Jetty after dark. We caught plenty of fish, but they were torn
up from hitting the rocks as | took off running from Charles—who,
along with the others, had been frantically searching for us. Paul
accepted the discipline that followed, while | ran with the fish
dragging behind me. Somehow, we survived to tell the story.

I will always be grateful for the many memories. He will be deeply
missed.

Caroline Evans - November 14, 2025 at 03:30 PM
| worked with Charlie for over 20 years. He became my friend till his
passing. He was a gentle giant & | will miss him greatly.

Victor Goodman - November 14, 2025 at 12:46 PM
Condolences to Walter and Denise and your family. May your
father's memory be a blessing.

Joe and Karen Greenberg - November 14, 2025 at 10:33 AM
I only knew you through Walter and Denise, but they spoke of you
with such love that it felt like | knew you too. You made a real impact
on their lives, and you’ll be dearly missed.

Monica Restrepo - November 14, 2025 at 08:25 AM



